concentrations of lipase and amylase during acute pancreatitis reported by Loft and Lu (1). In the caption for their Figure 3 , the authors stated that the graphs of the two enzymes in a patient with acute pancreatitis demonstrated "characteristic changes with time." Serum concentrations of both enzymes peaked on the fourth day after onset and still had not decreased below the upper reference limit after 20 days. In addition, Loft and Lu mentioned in the text that these data were "typical for patients with pancreatitis."
As far as we know, these changes in the concentrations of the two enzymes in serum do not appear to be typical for acute pancreatitis.
The values of these two enzymes in serum generally peak within two days after onset, and in most cases amylase values return to normal within one week of onset (2-7). Because the serum concentrations of amylase can return to normal shortly after onset and have poor specificity for diagnosing acute pancreatitis, monitoring the concentrations of pancreatic isoamylase and lipase in serum is preferred.
A delay in the time for amylase and lipase to reach their peak values in serum was described for post-traumatic pancreatitis (8), whereas persistence of above-normal concentrations of both enzymes in serum was re- 
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An author of the paper referred to responds:
To the Editor:
Melzi dEril and Ventrucci make an important point with their criticism of our paper. It would have been more accurate if we had said, "in acute severe pancreatitis"
for the case described in our Figure 3 (1) . By characteristic changes with time, our meaning was that, in patients with acute pancreatitis, aniylase and lipase in serum tend to have concentrations change simultaneously rather than discordantly.
In our experience, the time-to-peak value of the commonly assayed pancreatic enzymes is highly variable in patients with pancreatitis. There is really no similarity to, say, the experience with creatine kinase MB isoenzyme in patients with acute myocardial infarction, particularly in those with an "uncomplicated infarct." The time-to-peak value of amylase or lipase is largely coincidental information in patients with pancreatitis. The absolute values of amylase and lipase concentrations in serum certainly depend on the method used; however, the peak times or general trends are, as expected, not related to the method. We illustrated this finding in an earlier report (2) .
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To the Editor: 
